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: Nears 1 LA ete 
M. V. B. GREENE, PRINTER,STATIONERAND BINDER. 
884. 


FOR BABGAINS TRY 
GREENWOOD & WHITMARSH, 

THE PEOPLE'S CLOTHIERS. — 
MEN’S, YOUTHS’ AND BOYS’ CLOTHING ! 


‘HATS, CAPS, AND FURNISHING GOODS. 
Next to Tremont House, NASHUA, N. He 


TACOB Lie 


1 ATE Ee eae 


OF ALL DESCRIPTIONS. R 


REPAIRING PROMPTLY ATTENDED 10. 
61 MAIN ST., FISHER’S BLOCK, NASHUA, N. H. 


Jas pe CU ETS GOODS nis SEBO ee are 


JOHN H. CHAPMAN, 


Has now in Stock a fine assortment of 


Foreign and American Wroolens! 
Which he offers at Moderate Pricts. 


HUNT'S BLOCK, 157 1-2 MAIN ST., NASHUA, N. H. 


FOR GOOD GOODS AND LOW PRICES 


CALI AT 
ERED ‘SS. NEE 


= LORS. 


Ay MOY AN AN 
A ‘fall line of Watches, Clocks, Jewelry, Silver Ware, Spectacles and Eye 
Glasses. ALL Goops WARRANTED and at the 1 owest Prices. 


RHPAIRING A SPHCIALIY, 


FRED S. NEFF, 


No. 4, Ayer’s Block, Main Street, NASHUA, N. H. 


MBEPORTS 


OF THE 


SELECTMEN, TREASURER, 


AND 


SertOO!L, COMMITTEE 
TOWN OF HUDSON, 


YEAR ENDING MARCH 1ST, 1884. 


NAS UA 
M. V. B. GREENE, PRINTER,STATIONER AND BINDER. 
1884. 


SELECTMENS REPORT 


TAXES ASSESSED IN APRIL, 1883. 


Total amount assessed and committed 
to Wm. T. Merrill, Collector, State, 
County, Town, School and non-res- 


ident Highway tax, $6,594 94 
Dog tax, 71 00 
School-house tax, Dists. Nos. 6 and 7, (i and 
Total amount collected, interest not in- 

cluded, $5,825 00 
Amount uncollected, Bre car. ial 


— 


RECEIPTS BY THE SELECTMEN. 


Received of County of Hillsborough for 
relief County Paupers, $23 25 
of State Treas. Ins. tax, 1883, 9 00 


Railroad tax, 1883, 222 22 
Savings Bank tax, 1883, 1,319 84 
Literary Fund, 1883, 91 29 


Abatement of State tax, 1883, 68 00 
Bounty.on Crows and Wood- 


$6,743 71 


$6,743 71 


chucks, 35 50 


+ 


Received of Nashua & Rochester railroad 
for damage to James Ry- 
an’s wagon on_ railroad 
crossing, near Wood’s mill, $1 25 


TT 


DISBURSEMENTS. 

Paid State tax, $1,496 00 
County tax, 1,141 25 
School-house tax, No. 6, 64 72 
School-house tax, No. 7, 10 36_ 


SCHOOL MONEY. 


District No. 1, Paid James F. Burnett, $154 57 
% 2, “ Silas T. Steele, - 50 00 
3, “ O.O. Armstrong, 125 48 
fs 4, “ Robert H. Wilder, 150 00 
5, “ Nat'l Wentworth, 141 00 
6, ‘* Persis A. Merrill, 127 50 
: 7, ‘* Alph’zo Robinson, 125 48 
8, “ Orlando G. Hills, 125 48 
: 9, “ Jackson E.Greeley, 125 48 
“ 10, “ Aaron Cutler, 105 50 


TS 


NOTES AND INTEREST. 


Paid Persis A. Merrill, interest to March 
1, 1884, $75 00 
Chas. H. Newcomb, 50 00 


$1,770 35 


$2,712 33 


$1,230 49 


Paid George T. Gowing, $50 00 
Samuel A. Steele, 25 00 
Amos Winn, T5 00 
Daniel T. Gage, 50 00 
Austin Blodgett, 50 00 
Alden EH. Cummings, 20 00 
Louisa M. Marsh, 40 00 
Martha W. Marsh, (2 notes, ) 27 93 
Amory Burnham, 150 00 
Jas. M. Coburn, principal and in- 

terest, 1,050 00 
Franklin Wilson, principal and in- 
terest, 1,050 00 


$2,712 93 


HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES. 


Paid Alden H. Barron, repairing high- 


way, $8 81 
William P. Annis, putting up rail- 
ing and drawing posts, T 60 


Robert A. Andrews, repairing high- 

way near Amory Burnham’s, 180 96 
Robert A. Andrews, putting up rail. 

ing and repairing highway near 


D. Clement’s, Jr., 5 35 
Robert Groves, repairing highway, 1 43 
Dennis Kelly, breaking roads, 1, 93 
Geo. W. Trow, repairing highway, 5 00 
J. E. Greeley, 4 if T 00 
David Clement, Jr., “ : 1 38 
J. B. Merrill, repairing Hadley 

bridge, 22 Sl 


N. P. Webster, powder for blasting, 5 90 
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Paid P. H. Hoffman, labor and team on 


road machine, 4 
A. S. Andrews, labor and team on ) 
road machine, 26 
J. F. Annis, labor and team on road 
machine, LES 
Wm. H. Hoffman, labor and team on 
road machine, 24 
Chas. H. Fuller, labor and team on 
road machine, 10 
QO. P. Baker, labor and team on road 
machine, 4 
Geo. A. Annis, labor and team on 
road machine, 4 
L. M. Tolles, labor and team on road 
machine, 1 
Amos Winn, labor and team on road 
machine, 8 
C. E. Buttrick, labor and team on 
road machine, 16 
Wm. P. Annis, labor and team on 
road machine, 8 
G. W. Haselton, labor and team on 
road machine, 16 
Samuel Chase, labor and team on 
road machine, 2 
James Ryan, labor and team on road 
machine, 1 
C. W. Spalding, labor and team on 
road machine, 2 
J. B. Merrill, labor and team on 
road machine, ae | 


8. D. Greeley, labor and team on 
road machine, 16 


T 


Paid James E. Merrill, tending road ma- 


chine, $85 50 
J. B. Merrill, snowing T. F. bridge: 

to March 1, 1884, T 50 
F. A. Hill, repairing bridge and 

breaking roads, 8 59 


ee 


SUPPORT OF THE POOR. 


Paid Andrew J. Smith, for board and 
clothing Dauiel P. Carlis, one 
year to March I, 1884, $261 68 
County of Hillsborough for board 
of James Cutter and daughter, 54 84 
N. P. Webster, goods furnished 


James Cutter, ay 
James Cutter for his own support 
to Sept. 15, 1883, 9 78 


Mark Batchelder for board and 
clothing of Sarah Doyle to 


Sept. 15, 1883, 62 31 
J. K. Wheeler, for relief of Mrs. 

Joseph Nichols, 6 00 
Orphans’ Home on account of Betsey 

C. Cutter, 25 00 


J. B. Merrill, expenses for taking 
Betsey C. Cutter to Orphans’ 


Home, 5 - 26 
R. A. Andrews, relief of Mrs. Geo. 
A. Smith, 4 58 


Wm. H. Taylor, for board and cloth- 
ing Wm. W. Miller to March 1, 
1884, 8 30 


$614 63 


$444 31 


8 
COUNTY PAUPERS. 


Paid funeral expenses of Chas. A. John- 
son, $17 25 

Mark Batchelder, board and cloth- 

ing of Sarah Doyle to March 1, 


1884, 47 47 
James Cutter, for his support, 13 14 
J. K. Wheeler, for relief of Willard 

Damon, 2 00 


-———$79 86 


TOWN OFFICERS. 


Paid James B. Merrill, services as Town 


Clerk, $20 00 
James B. Merrill, services as Town 
Treasurer, 25 00. 


David O. Smith, services as Super- 

intending School Committee, 50 00 
J.K. Wheeler, services as Select- 

man and Overseer of the Poor, 100 00 
Wm. F. Winn, services as Select- 

man and Overseer of the Poor, 65 00 
R. A. Andrews, services as select- 

man and overseer of the poor, 55 00 
A. O. Titcomb, services as police of- 

ficer, 13 60 
N. P. Webster, balance for collect- 

ing taxes in 1882, of 10 as 
Wm. T. Merrill, part payment for 

collecting taxes in 1883, 90 00 


$429 09 


9 


MISCELLANEOUS BILLS. 


Paid N. P. Webster, abatement of taxes, 


1882, $ 

Wm. 'T. Merrill, abatement of taxes, 
1883, 

M. V. |3. Greene, printing town re- 
ports, 1882-83, 

Barker & Bean, printing posters, 
order book and blank receipts, 

Caroline Cutter, cash received trom 
sale of pig, fowls, &., 

Caroline Cutter, for her interest in 
the. Cutter place, 

W. T. Winn, cash paid for making 
and recording deeds, 

J. H. Weston, damage to his horse 
on the highway, 

James Ryan, damage to his wagon 
on railroad crossing near Wood’s 
Mill, 

J. K. Wheeler, putting up a stone 

monument between London- 
derry and Hudson, 

James B. Merrill, Treas. cash book 

Me Millian Bros., repairing drills and 
road machine, 

J. K. Wheeler, cash paid for bury- 
ing dead horses and relief of 
tramps, 

J. K.Wheeler, expenses to Concord, 
Manchester, and postage, 

M. V. B. Greene, Highway, Survey- 
ors’,Collector’s books and blank 
appointments, 


33 41 


17 85 


30 10 


40 00 


20 00. 


{0 


Paid Kimball Bros., steel plate and cast- 
ings for road machine, $11 25 
J. E. Merrill, repairing road machine 9 16 

C. W. Spalding, public watering 


trough to March 1, 1884, 3 00 
Alden Hills, public watering trough 

to March 1, 1884, 3 00 
Martha A. Dane, public watering . 

trough to March 1, 1884, 3 00 


J. E. & O. O. Armstrong, public wa- 
tering trough to March 1, 1884, 3 00 
A. & H. C. Robinson, public water-— 
ing trough to March 1, 1884, 3 00 
H. R. Wheeler, printing tax bills, 1 75 
Wm. T. Merrill, non-resident high- 


way receipts, 7 49 
Moses Davis, services as sexton 

with hearse, 15 funerals, 60 00 
James Carnes, over-assessment of 

school-house tax in 1882, 2 30 
Heirs of John Hobbs, over-assess- 

ment of tax, 1885, 3 66 
G. B. French, 15 25 


k. A. Andrews, bounty on 149 crows 14 90 
J. K. Wheeler, x 132° Shee 


W. F. Winn, é | i 4 80 
J. K. Wheeler, bounty on 12 wood- 
chucks, 1 26 
$356 03 
RECAPITULATION., 


Paid State, County, Nos. 6 and No. 7 
School-house tax, $2,712 33 
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Paid School money, $1,230 49 
Notes and interest, 2.712 93 
Highways and bridges, 614 63 
Support of the poor, 444 31 
County paupers, T9 86 
Town officers, 429 09 
Miscellaneous, 356 03 

LIABILITIES. 


DEMAND NOTES, 


a 


Persis A. Merrill, $1,500 00 
Louisa M. Marsh, 800 00 
Martha W. Marsh, (2 notes,) 558 61 
Charles H. Newcomb, 1,000 00 
Geo. T. Gowing, 1,000 00 
Samuel T. Steele, 500 00 
Amos Winn, 1,500 00 
Daniel T. Gage, ~ 1,000 00 
Austin Blodgett, 1,000 00 
Alden EK. Cummings, 400 00 
Amory Burnham, 3,000 00 


$8579 67 


—_—__-— $12,258 61 


SCHOOL MONEY. 


Due School District No. 2, $115 35 
6 aaa A, 4 57 
« ie Be 44 06 
“ Lida 27 07 
a «10, 19 98 


a 


$211 03 
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Dog tax, remaining in the treasury, 
March 1, 1882, including balance of 
dog tax collected on N. P. Web: 
ster’s list of 1882, $210 00 
Collected on W. T. Merrill’s list, 1883, 49 00 


$259 00 
Due the County of Hillsborough for 
board of Betsey C. Cutter, $4 92 
Due the County of Hillsborough for 
board Geo. A. Smith to Mar. 1, 1884,.31 75 
= $36 67 
Total liabilities, $12,765 31 . 
ASSETS. 
Joseph Fuller’s note, $206 23 
County of Hillsborough for abatement of 
county tax in 1883, 51 87 
County of Hillsborough for relief of coun- 
ty paupers, 25 74 
William T. Merrill, collector for 1883, in- 
terest not included, OR Say i 
Cash in the treasury, 1,509 57 | 
Total assets, —-——— $2,712 12 
Actual debt of the town, $10,054 19 


Decrease of debt for the year ending 
March 1, 1884, 


$1,765 44 
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TayLor’s Fatts Bripge—Hupson vs. NAsava. 


This case was sent to the law term of the Supreme 
Court on questions of law as to whether Hudson could 
make claim now against Nashua, and it was decided that 
Hudson could, and a hearing has been delayed for the ap- 
pointment of a Commissioner in plice of Commissioner An- 
nis who cannot serve. 


J. K. WHEELER, 

WM. F. WINN, 

R. A. ANDREWS. 
Selectmen of Hudson. 

Hudson, March 1, 1884. 


TREASURERS KEPORT, 


FOR THE 
YEAR ENDING FEBRUARY 29) 1884, 


f 


To Cash in Treasury, March 1, 1883, $1,514 98 


Received of the Selectmen from State 


Treasurer : 
Insurance tax, $9 00 
Railroad tax, 222 22 
Savings Bank tax, 1,319 84 
Literary fund, 91 29 
Abatement, 68 00 
Bounty, 35 50 
$1,745 85 
Received from Hillsborough County for 
reliet of paupers, $23 25 
From Nashua & Rochester R. 
R. Co., 1 25. 
Received of Nathan P. Webster, collec- 
tor for 1882, 949 58 
Interest for 1882, 29 33 
Received of William ‘Il’. Merrill, collector 
for 1883, > 5,825 00 
$6,828 41 


Total amount of receipts, $10,089 24 


15 


DISBURSEMENTS. 
Paid County tax, $1,141 25 
State tax, 1,496 00 
Franklin Wilson's note, 1,000 00 
James M. Coburn’s note, 1,000 00 
Interest on town notes, T12 93 
—— $5,350 18 
Paid 108 orders drawn by the select- 
men for the year ending February 
29th, 1884, amounting to $3,229 49 
Total amount of disbursements, $8,579 67 


Cash in treasury March 1, 1884, $1,509 57 


JAMES B. MERRILL, 
Treasurer of the Town of Hudson. 


We have this day examined the foregoing accounts of 
James B. Merrill, Town Treasurer of Hudson, and find 
them correctly cast and each payment properly vouched. 


J. K. WHEELER, 

WM. F. WINN, 

R. A. ANDREWS, 

| Selectmen of Hudson. 
Hupson, March 1, 1884. 


ANNUAL REPORT 


® 


OF THE 


SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE, 


FELLOW CITIZENS :— 

It is selfevident that nothing can be suc- 
cessfully accomplished without effort, labor and expense. 
Our sterile soil cannot produce a bountiful harvest without 
suitable culture and preparation. The crystal of quartz, 
which hes embedded in the deep recesses of the mountain 
must be wrenched from its position and crushed to minute 
atoms before it will yield its golden grains. These and 
similar facts do not require demonstration. It would be 
comparatively an easy task to write an essay upon the ab- 
stract subject of education, delineating its necessity, beauty 
and desirableness ; but the mass of our citizens are already 
familiar and enlightened upon this subject. } 

School reports are probably read by a few, /ooked at, as 
is the daily newspaper, by a larger number, while the res- 
idue throw them upon the shelf, without even a look, to be 
a companion of last year’s almanac. Your superintendent 
has endeavored to feel the grave responsibility that rests 


2 
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upon him, and has labored by all means at his‘command, to 
waken the schools of the town toa new and better life; 
giving them more thought, spending more time and making 
more visits than in any previous year of his official capac- 
ity. But obstacles of no small magnitude and large tn 
number, stand in the highway of true progress. One of 
these, possibly the largest, is the fact that our citizens are, 
apparently, too well content with the present condition of 
our schools to put forth the requisite effort to make them 
any better. Conceitedness is an clement of character 
which should not be too extensively cherished. It is steal- 
thy, forbidding and dangerous. Reform always presup- 
poses, and is therefore a logical sequence of a perfect 
knowledge and complete:realization of the need of it The 
moderate tipler, confirmed inebriate, libertine, &c., must 
first perceive and recognise the error of his ways before 
he can be expected to change them. Hence, overweening 
confidence and safety, “I’m all right,” ete., are symptoms 
difficult to combat and too often disastrous and fatal in char- 
acter. Are there any indications that we as a community 
are approaching this sad condition in the cause of popular 
education ? Would that we might pause, stop and deliber- 
ately investigate this important query. A. deeper interest 


is not called for or expected; for we can no more awaken 


feeling than appetite by any act of self-will ; but shoughz, 
reflection upon what is involved in the education of chil- 
dren, is most respectfully solicited ; for interest is begotten 
by, and is a natural sequel of a complete apprehension of 
the magnitude and character of the work to. be accom- 
plished. To plead a want of it, as an apology for indolence 
or Inaction is irrational. The man who can reflect, analyze 
and make logical deductions upon any topic and remain 
indifferent to the general cause of education, is deficient. 
in the ordinary sensibilities of a parent and the common 
instincts of a true patriot. What we now need is more 


/ 
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thought ; and in due time we may reasonably expect to 
reap abundantly its genuine fruit, more action. 

Sixteen different teachers have been employed the past 
year, the appropriations expended and an opportunity af- 
forded the youth for the usual curriculum of study. What 
has been the result? While IT would not dishearten, or 
depress a reasonable amount of confidence in our work as a 
whole, duty equally forbids obsequious flattery. The pres- 
ent system of employing teachers ismost admirably adapt- 
ed to throw responsibility and not unfrequently unmerited 
blame upon the Superintendent. Three applicants were 
rejected ; as many, or- possibly more should have been; 
not for lack of book-knowledge. but causes which need not 
now be enumerated ; as sympathy and forbearance for the 
teacher who has commenced work is usually much better 
than public criticism or expulsion. 

While several of our schools, Summer and Winter, were 
quite satistactory, having made a near approach to a high 
standard of excellence, others sank far below it, and one 
or more, barely escaped utter worthlessness. The classifi- 
cation and the causes of the dissimilarity, are submitted 
to the combined arbitration of the teachers and citizens of 
each district. A good school without a good teacher, is 
an anomalous if not an impossible thing. 

All teachers should possess a good physique. The 
hidden forces and elements of mind and matter are so 
mysteriously interwoven, having so much common sympa- 
thy and reciprocity of action, no person too feeble phys- 
ically to engaye in the common business of life, should 
presume to be a teacher. A diseased mind will react upon 
the body, and a diseased body will engender an abnormal 
or irregular action of the mind. The natural progress of 
the age is making a constant demand for teachers with 
better education, who are in the highest and true sense 
better disciplinarians, with better methods of teaching, 
with a truer conception of the dignity of their position, the 


+ 


value of their work and their own personal responsibility ; 
trained teachers, not those who keep school only when they 
can find nothing else to do; teachers who have to com- 
mence with, some talent and taste for the work, some dzact 
in imparting instruction by the most approved means, such 
as are best calculated to stimulate, develop and draw out 
the thinking capacities of the pupil; some natural ingenu- 
ity in arranging work and who can recognise the difference 
between a mere recital of the phraseology of the text-book, 
often imperfectly or erroneously understood, and an exer- 
cise in Which teacher and pupil can heartily engage with 
equal interest. A noted member of the English Parliament 
once said, “I think the influence of a good teacher of youth 
is an influence for this world and for the world to come, 
that no’ man can measure and the responsibility of which 
no man can calculate.” There is no place, always except- 
ing the nursery, where one is called on for the active dis- 
play of so many varieties and ability as the school-room, . 
There is no person, except the mother, who needs to be so 
capable, so consuminate in methods as the teacher. These 
two, the mother and the teacher, make the scholar, the 
orator, the statesman, the theologian, the man, the woman, 
They take the tender, pliable budding nature and surround 
it with circumstances best suited to its individual develop- 
ment ; for each child-has a nature of its own and requires 
special treatment. As the florist gives to each plant the 
soil, the warmth, the moisture, the stimulus, the sun, the 
shade ; as he prunes it at one time and at another allows it 
to flourish in wild luxuriance; so the mother, the teacher 
adapts to each child according to its development, to its 
needs, the special culture and treatment suited to it, chang- 
ing this from time to time as the child changes. 

Young ladies and gentlemen who are teachers or who 
purpose to become such, are you prepared to recognise 
and accept the relative importance, grandeur and _ nobility 
of your most honorable calling ? 
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The State expects, yea demands teachers of culture and 
refinement, and kindly extends a helping hand to all who 
desire the privileges of a training or Normal School. The 
following is from the report of our State Superintendent, 
Hon. J. W. Patterson : “Our school at Plymouth has never 
done better work than during the past year. The instruc- 
tion given has been all that could be asked, and has 
been fully appreciated by those who have enjoyed it. 
Nothing that learning, experience and untiring industry 
could do to make the institution a success has been want- 
ing; but our people seem to awaken slowly to the impor- 
tance of normal training on the part of the teachers of 
their schools. * * * * I desire once more to commend our 
Normal School to the patronage of the teachers of the State 
as it will still have the valuable services of two of its pres- 
ent faculty, and will be under the control of a principal of 
sound learning, large experience and excellent character.” 

The following from the annual catalogue, may be of inter- 


est to some. 
CONDITIONS OF ADMISSION. 


“Gentlemen must be seventeen, ladies sixteen. The 
school-year is divided into two terms of twenty weeks 
each. The spring term begins February 29, 1884 and ends 
June 17. Expenses for the term of twenty weeks, includ- 
ing furnished room, board, fuel, lights, washing and text- 
books, are $83.00; $20. 00 of this amount is refunded, if 
the non remains a year. Pupils are subjected to feeauent 
examinations, both written and oral. No pupil is passed 
in any study unless he has mastered the matter and shown 
ability toteach. A certificate is given upon the comple- 
tion of the work of the first year; a full diploma upon the 
completion of the course of two years. There is a con- 
stant demand for teachers to supply the best positions in 
the state. The school is furnished with a well selected 
library of reference books, and is well equipped with appa- 
ratus for teaching the sciences.” 


Gi. 


The school had its birth in the generous desire of the 
State that all its children might enjoy, during their short 
school life, the advantages of carefully trained teachers as 
those employed by the wealthy. The great worth of this 
institution and the wants of our teachers as evinced by 
their examitations and work in the school-room, is my only 
apology for directing your attention to it and its objects; 
and I most heartily advise all young persons intending to 
become teachers, to attend this or some similar school as 
soon and as long as intellectual relish and pecuniary con- 
siderations will admit. . 

The following aphorisms, the result of experience and 
observation, may be useful to some teachers. Always re- 
cognise the fact that attention is the corner-stone of mem- 
ory ; therefore insist upon perfect attention. Make your 
exercises short. Study the clearest and simplest language 
in all definitions and statements. Have the pupils repeat 
in concert. Have one do it alone. Have them write it 
that they may see as well as hear. Always use an object 
or thing when you can; if not, have a picture, a drawing 
or at least an outline. Select, vary, adapt and combine 
methods. Study variety ; avoid monotony. Repeat, re- 
view; review, repeat. Examine often and thoroughly, both 
by tongue and pen. Be punctual, active, discerning, judi- 
cious, and, above all, be sure that you yourself clearly un- 
derstand, rightly know and really care for your work, be- 
lieve in your methods, and especially that you truly love. 
your pupils. So will your instruction and yourself long 
and lovingly abide in the memory of every pupil. 

Fellow citizens, let us never forget that teachers are 
made up of flesh and blood not unlike ourselves; exposed 
to the gaze and subject to the caprices and animadversions 
of the entire public. To them are entrusted the most ten- 
der objects of our solicitude and care; in them we should 
be willing to repose confidence and confer upon them all 
needful sympathy and co-operation. | 
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Language seems quite insufficient to faithfully picture 
the great potency of home txfluence in determining the gen. 
eral character of a school. While we would ever and fully 
recognise the indispensableness of the well qualified 
teacher, the fact should be accepted that you possess the 
key which very largely decides its success or failure. 
The importance of education and the means of obtaining 
it should be instilled into the minds of children at home. Js 
az? Subjection to rightful restraint, parental or otherwise, 
should be taught and enforced at home. Js it? The evil 
tendency of profanity, grossness of manners and speech, 
should be impressed by frequent admonitions at home. Ts 
at? Knowledge ofa school as it respects discipline, stu- 
diousness and general management, the qualifications, ad- 
aptness and workings of the teacher, etc., can be obtained 
by frequent visits to the school-room. Is this your method 
or do you prefer to base your judgment upon gossiping 
rumor, or perchance the distorted, prejudiced report of 
unreliable children? Much good can often be accomplished 
by attending the annual district meeting and giving your 
influence and vote for the most suitable person for Pru- . 
dential Committee. Is this your habit, or do you stand 
aloof and permit the election of a person who is as ignorant 
of the wants and cares as little for the welfare of the school 
as those in kamtschatka ? 

Every family should be in possession of a fountain of 
knowledge from which its children should be permitted, 
advised and encouraged to make large and frequent 
draughts; composed of a good Dictionary, Webster or 
Worcester—unabridged if practicable—the “Peoples Cy- 
clopedia,” or its equivalent,—‘The Library of Universal 
Knowledge ;’”—works upon History, Hygeine, Travels, 
Biographies, &c., as means and tastes may dictate. A few 
dollars thus’expended, are liable to yield a return, sooner 
or later, the value of which the keenest mathematician 
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cannot demonstrate. . Moments, hours and days of leisure 
can thus be advantageously utilized ; an appetite or thirst 
for knowledge enkindled; habits of study formed; and 
moreover a love for home engendered which the entice- 
ments of the beer shop, the allurements of the gambling 
den, the facinations of the street and giddy dance room 
cannot easily obliterate. Many may plead indigence ; but 
“There is that scattereth, and yet increaseth ; and there is 
that withholdeth more than is meet, but it tendeth to pov- 
erty.” A pleasant acquaintance may be formed, respect 
and confidence established or restored, by not only visiting 
the school, but by extending a cordial invitation to the 
teacher to visit you. Itis to be regretted that this old 
time-honored custom has so lost its prestige as to become 
nearly obsolete. A properly conducted consultation of 
teacher and parent,—the mother especially-—-may be of 
great value to each, and a wholesome influence reflected 
upon the entire school. 

The order or general management of the majority of our 
schools, has been at least ordinarily satisfactory. Two of 
the summer and three of the winter terms, would have been 
improved by stricter discipline. Good order does not 
necessarily imply grave-yard stillness, nor does it prohibit 
childish activity ; but it does imply and require studious- 
ness, good attention, cheerful unreserved obedience and a 
tender regard for the common rules of courtesy and good 
breeding; and the teacher who does not possess the requi- 
site stamina to demand and enforce its observance, is surely 
deficient in one essential qualification. | 

Evidence, based upon observation, reports of teachers 
and ‘others, indicates an t:mprovement in the moral toue of 
our schools that is highly commendable and note-worthy. 
Thus may it continue, till the obliquities to which many of 
our youta have been addicted, shall be completely obliter- 
ated. ‘The progress made in the various branches has 
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been variable, as has the ability and experience of the 
teachers, length of school-term and the number of pupils 
in attendance. Strange as it may seem, more teachers 
are deficient in the art of reading and the teaching of it, 
than any other branch. Nearly fifty pupils are using the 
highest grade of reading-book ; (5th in the series) yet, but 
very few comparatively good readers are to be found. 
The faults in voice and intonation are too numerous to be 
specified in a school report. One quite prevalent, is the 
hard, unnatural, half-screaming tone in which both teachers 
and scholars carry on their recitations. The natural, easy, 
musical quality of voice which marks refined society should 
be cultivated in the school-room from the beginning. 

Imagine a polite person asking a visitor to take a chair, 
in the tone used by scholars in reciting their arithmetical 
lesson. Yet the forced and stilted tone is as fitting in the 
one caseasin the other. Itis true, scholars should usually 
speak loudly in the school-room ; but the tone may be loud 
and pleasant at the same time. Other common faults con- 
sist in a dull monotony of tone and an incessant repetition 
of the same cant or sing-song; rapidity, indistinctness and 
general carelessness in articulation, accent and pronuncia- 
tion. Elocutionary rules will do little or nothing toward 
removing these faults. Faithful drill is needed under the 
guidance of good taste and a correct musical ear. 

_ An Arabian proverb says: “He is the best orator who 
can turn men’s ears into eyes.” The same truth will ap- 
ply with equal force tothe reader. He is the skilful reader 
who succeeds in bringing up in the minds of his hearers 
vivid images of the scenes delineated and the persons de- 
scribed. To do this he must have a clear conception of 
the sentiment of the piece at the moment of utterance. 
The pupils in District No. 5, received quite thorough in- 
struction in this branch for two consecutive terms, and 
evinced the largest amount of true progress. 
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More than usual attention has been given to Spelling 
and Writing, and good progress made, except in one school 
in which the latter, during the winter term, was inadver- 
tently omitted. The largest number, most cleanly and 
best specimens of Penmanship were found in District No. 
4. This school contains the only class that has completed 
the Speller. 


GRAMMAR AND COMPOSITION. 


The classes are small even in our larger schools; back- 
ward in attainments and generally lacking in healthy en- 
thusiasm. It requires accurate knowledge, a peculiar tact, 
patience and much labor on the part of the teacher to make 
the subject attractive. It has been said that there is no 
royal road to geometry. The same may be said of gram- 
mer and composition. os 

The meaning and application of technical terms must 
be learned, sentences must be constructed and analyzed, 
words must be parsed, before the student can comprehend 
the philosophy that underlies the correct use of any lan- 
guage. The labor necessary to accomplish this knowledge, 
and the practice necessary to secure facility and accuracy 
in the use of one’s mother-tongue, may and should be made 
_ inviting by the teacher, but it cannot be dispensed with, 
neither can it be materially lessened. Our system of edu- 
cation must be considered radically defective in this en- 
lightened age, so long as it permits a single pupil to leave 
the school without a practical knowledge of these branches. 
Possibly a change of text-book would be an incentive to 
renewed action. It is to be hoped that parents will encour- 
age its study, and teachers fit themselves to present it in 
a manner that shall excite a healthful relish and general 
admiration rather than aversion and repugnance. 

Teachers, ¢his can and should be done. If your pupils 
are uninterested, dull and listless, you need not wander 
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very far from home to ascertain the true cause; for it is 
as natural for the minds of children to receive instruction, 
if agreeably and properly presented, as for their stomachs 
to become the recipients of savory food. A good text- 
book is a good tool; but the tongue of the teacher is a der- 
ter one if properly used. 

More attention should be given to the practice of Dec- 
lamation. Every lad,—and /ass if you please,—should be 
encouraged to enlist in the study of this very practical 
aud delightful art. A short execise, weekly or semi-monthly 
would afford variety and be both pleasant and profitable. 


ARITHMETIC AND GEOGRAPHY. 


Most of the classes in these branches are doing good 
work. It is evident that the change of text-books was 
timely and advantageous. Indications ofa declension of 
interest in the study of mental Arithmetic, (Colburns) is 
to be regretted ; for it is, as it ever has been, the book of 
books in its peculiar province. 

Every child should read, study or be taught the general, 
practical principles of Physiology and Hygeine. A short, 
daily exercise of five or ten minutes upon this subject, 
read and explained to the whole school by the teacher, 
would be of incalculable benefit. For a text-book, an ele- 
mentary treatise, embrasing Anatomy, Physiology, Hy- 
geine and the effects of stimulants and narcotics on the 
human system by Orestes M. Brands, is for the present 
recommended. No intelligent person of to-day questions 
the importance of an early acquaintance with the structure 
and functions of the principal organs of the human body, 
and of a general knowledge of the laws governing. their 
well being. The price, size and general character of the 
work, commend it to the school and the family. Upwards 
of thirty pages are devoted to the effects of Alcohol on the 
human system ; a theme peculiarly adapted for home and 
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school-room study ; for if the swelling tide of intemperance 
and its attendant train of evil is to be stayed in our com- 
munity and nation, the importance of correct principles 
and habits must be inculcated and faithfully impressed 
upon the minds of the children and youth, who are so soon 
to become the prime actors in the great drama of real life. 
Humanity, patriotism, human and Divine law, all, a// de- 
mand it. As the great majority of teachers are ignorant 
on the subject, and the law requires them to pass an exam- 
ination in it, before receiving a certificate, the late Legis- 
lature having passed a law requiring the teaching of tem- 
perance principles in the schools of the State, this work is 
commended to their careful study. , 


HEALTH. 


This is, humanly speaking, the pearl of great price; be- 
side which no other earthly blessing can be placed, and 
without which everything else loses its charm. Nowhere 
in our educational system is there so great a defect, as the 
failure to secure attention to hygenic laws. To cultivate 
the brain while we neglect the vital system, is as absurd as 
to furnish a powerful engine to a frail boat. The more we 
increase the steam power, the more should we make sure 
that the hullis staunch. We rash to destruction when we 
force the engine unduly. 

Nervous diseases and frail constitutions are becoming 
every day more abundant, and they will continue to in- 
crease, till an intelligent hygiene shall furnish the true 
preventive. Proper habits of dress, diet, sleep, cleanliness, 
and exercise are of infinitely more importance to a child 
than the geography of Siboria, or a knowledge of some 
complicated mathematical formula. Yet the latter absorb 
a large share of time in schools where not a word is said 
of the former. May it not be asked with solemn emphasis, 
what shall it profit a child to gain a whole world of book- 
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knowledge, if, in gaining it, he forfeits the chief condition 
of earthly welfare,—bodily health ? 
RECESS. ) 

Several of our teachers have unwisely extended the pe- 
riod of recess from ten to fifteen or even twenty minutes. 
The propriety of wholly dispensing with it may be ques- 
tionable; yet it has its able advocates with many plau- 
sible arguments. So long as our school-houses are deficient 
in properly constructed outbuildings, | would suggest the 
propriety of having two divisions, each limited particularly 
in winter, to six or eight minutes. Its advantages must be 
obvious, besides affording an increased opportunity to 
those teachers who “don’t find time” to attend to the neces- 
sary routine of exercises. 

SCHOOL REGISTERS. 

Several of our teachers demand a sharp reproof for neg- 
lect in properly filling and promptly returning their reg- 
isters. Prudential Committee should understand that no 
teacher is legally entitled to her pay until a certificate is 
obtained, showing that she has faithfully performed this 
duty. An enforcement of this requirement of the law may 
be advisable, thereby preventing much vexation and in- 


convenience. 
DOG TAX MONEY. 

According to the town report there is in the treasury 
$192.00 which should in some manner be appropriated. 
If not used, it should at least be safely invested that we 
may have the advantage of its earnings. Our schools 
would be benefited by a globe, maps, reference books, &c. 

EXAMINATION OF TEACHERS. 


This should be conducted with more system than here- 
tofore, and more time given to it. I would suggest that 
the examination be public, written as far as practicable, as 
well as oral, and that a uniform per cent or standard be 
adopted to which every teacher should be required to at- 
tain, especially in capacity and methods of teaching. 


ROLL OF HONOR, 


Including the names of all pupils who have been present 


every half day of a term without being tardy: 


Gertie H. Smith, 
Ruthrene EK. Senter, 
Samuel D. Senter, 
Alice M. Hill, 
Hermon O. Shaw, 
Frankie Wilson,* 
Kdwin Gage, 

Cora KE. Smith, 
Henry C. Davis, 
Julia A. Webster,* 


Blanche M, Thompson, 


Inez Wheeler, 
Cora Annis, 

Sarah M. Butrick, 
Lottie B. Kennedy, 


Kate 8. Wentworth,” 


Annie J. Smith, 
Bertha M. Hamblet, 
Frank A. Andrews, 
Fred C. Blodgett, 
Bertie W. Marshall, 
Charles A. Shelden, 
Nettie L. Young, 
Walter Eaton, 
Frank Robinson, 


Fred Steele, 


Jessie L. Burnett,* 
l.atie Hoffman, 
Eliza Graves, 

Katie Graves, 
Robert Graves, 
Florence EK. Putnam, 
Sherman Smith, 
Walter S. Smith, 
Helen M. Morrison, 
Maud F. Bacod, 
Delia Hanscom, 
Albert Titcomb, 
Mary KE. Hamblet, 
Arthur W. Smith,* 
James G. Wentworth, 
Harry L. Salls,* 
Mary HE. Fairbanks, 
Fred H. Newcomb,* 
Lilla E. Barrett. 
Eugene J. Marshall, 
Fred H. Joy, 

Milton Young,* 
Hattie Robinson, 


Waldo B. Campbell, 
Eugene Donelly. 


*Both Terms. 


NAMES OF TEACHERS. 


. 9.—Cora B. Wheeler, 


Eleanor B. Stetson, 


. 10--Addie M. Greeley, 


Emma B. Greeley, 


Hudson. 


No. 1.—Addie P. Boyd, 
. Lizzie P. Marden, . Nashua. 
No, 2.—Adelbert E. Carey, : Ke 
Ella A. Barker, Windham. 
No. 3.—Helen E. Baron, Hudson. 
Brinton M. Webster, id 
No. 4—Anna M. Cummings, 7 
No. 5.—Lottie EK. Harris, Windham. 
No. 6.—Alice L. Barron, Hudson. 
Edward F. Halled, Nashua. 
No. 7.—Hattie M. Whorf, Londonderry. 
No. 8.—Geneva KH. Gilley, Nashua. 


(73 


6c 


. Londonderry. 
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Patch-work is useful, but it fails to restore the tattered 
and worn garment to its pristine newness and beauty. 
‘Many of the foregoing suggestions may be profitably uti- 
lized ; but they are powerless in establishing and perfecting 
desired results upona radically defective or worn out basis. 

The district system was adopted from a town system 
- that was in force from the early times of the colonies till 
the first years of the present century. In 1805, the legis- 
lature allowed towns to divide their territory into school- 
districts ; subsequently, the duty was made zmperative on 
‘application of ten legal voters. Admitting that this sys- 
tem, when inaugurated, measurably effected its object, that 
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it has been and still is productive of good, it fails to prove 
it should not be abandoned for some other more in accord 
with the present needs of our ever changing wants. Mas- 
sachusetts, whose school] history stands pre-eminent, some 
years since authorized her towns to abolish school districts. 
Hon. George 'S. Boutwell, at that time entering upon his 
duties as Secretary of the Board of Education, wrote: “I 
entered upon the duties of the office with some faith in the 
district system ; my observation and experience have de- 
stroyed that faith entirely. It isa system admirably calcu- 
lated to secure poor schools, incompetent teachers, conse- 
quent waste of public money, and yet committees, nor 
districts, nor towns be responsible. It is unquestionably 
true that the best schools are to be found where the dis- 
trict system does not prevail. Whenever a town has es- 
tablished the municipal or town system and adhered to it 
for two years, there has never within my knowledge, been 
a serious effort in favor of the restoration of the district 
system. These facts are so encouraging and so conclusive 
that ought without argument to convince the most skep- 
tical. The great object of the people is the establishment 
of good schools at the least cost ; and they have no interest 
in the district system when it fails to secure these ends. 
Practically the district system denies the value of exfert- 
ence. Hach year sees a new Prudential Committee-man, 
and each term a new teacher. The experience of a 
year is rendered valueless by the election of a new com- 
mittee ; and the teacher labors for a single term, commenc- 
ing without a knowledge of what the pupils have pre- 
viously accomplished, and ending without an interest in 
their future. It is not strange that district schools are 
kept term after term and year after year without an appre- 
ciable increase of power.”” This opinion seems to be very 
generally eherished by our public educators and citizehs 
who have given the subject due reflection. The Superin- 
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tendent of public instruction recommends the adoption of 
some measure that will ensure longer and more profitable 
schools ; suggesting the uniting of the smaller districts to 
the larger or the adoption of the “Town System.” As all 
may not be familiar with this system the following is sub- 
joined, which gives the provisions of our statute upon the 
subject. “Any town may at any time abolish the school- 
districts therein, and shall thereupon forthwith take pos- 
session of all the school-houses, land, apparatus, and other 
property owned and used for school purposes, which such 
districts might lawfully sell and convey. The property so 
taken shall be appraised under the direction of the town, 
and at the next annual assessment thereafter a tax shall be 
levied upon the town equal to the amount of the whole 
appraisal ; and there shall be remitted to the tax-payers of 
each district the said appraised value of its property thus 
taken, or the difference in the value of the property of the 
several districts may be adjusted in any other manner 
agreed upon by the parties in interest. Such towns shall 
then be considered as one district, and shall bave all the 
powers and habilities of the same. Such districts, com- 
posed of the whole town, shall, at their annual meeting, 
elect a Board of Education, who shall have and exercise 
all the powers and duties of Superintending and Pruden- 
tial Committees ; and should any sucl district neglect to 
choose such Board of Education, the selectmen shall, on or 
before the twentieth day of April ensuing, appoint such 
board.” Several towns in our State have adopted this 
provision and, as reported, with very satisfactory results. 
It is at least entitled to attentive consideration. The 
Statute also provides, “That in any district where the num- 
ber of scholars to attend a term of school is less than twelve, 
at any legal meeting called for the purpose, the district 
may, by vote, authorize the Prudential Committee to pro- 
vide for the attendance of the pupils at the schools of ad- 
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joining districts, the selection of such districts to be ap- 
proved by the School Committee of the town; and said 
Prudential Committee in such cases may appropriate a sum 
not exceeding ten per cent of the school money for the 
conveyance to and from school, of pupils living more than 
one and a half miles distant from school; the remaining 
money to be divided among the adjoining districts in pro- 
portion to the number of scholars who attend each district. 

The whole amount of money raised by the town for 
school purposes is $1,308.95. Literary fund, $91.30. 
District No. 10 receives from Litchfield $17.05. Total 
$1,417.30. The whole number of scholars as returned by 
the teachers is 168. Average cost per scholar $8.44. 
Average cost per scholar in each district is, fractions 
omitted: No. 1, $30.92; No. 2, $5.00; No. 3, $8.96; No. 4, 
$5.52; No. 5, 7.02 ; No. 6, $4.98 ; No. 7, $9.65 ; No. 8, $20.91; 
No. 9, $17.92; No. 10, $14.25. 

Average length of schools for the year, in weeks of five 
days each, 20. 

Four districts have less than twelve scholars, and two 
less than fifteen. More than two-thirds of the year our 
children are dep.ived of school privileges; and yet our ap- 
propriations, properly used, are sufficient to give them 
three terms of ten weeks each. These facts and figures: 
ought to arouse attention, convince the skeptical, and even 
open the eyes of the blind. It must be conceded that we, 
as a community, study the principles of frugality in all our 
ordinary business workings. /s z¢ possible that our schools 
are an exception ? Comment sems inadmissible so long as 
we employ ten teachers to do the work which can be easily 
and more effectually performed by a less number. It is 
not a difficult problem to determine how two districts can 
be united into one, or even ten be reduced to six. It can- 
be easily solved by general principles, based upon the good 
old rule of —common sense. It must be considered unwise 
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und extravagant to cling to a school-house, simply because 
it is a school-house, and attempt to carry out the form of a 
school where essential elements are wanting ; for, when 
we require a teacher to, beget enthusiasm or awaken inter- 
est in a school no larger than some of ours, our demand is 
as unreasonable as to expect a harvest without sowing the 
seed ; or as that of a certain king who withheld straw from 
his subjects but asked for bricks. 

I have thus endeavored to point out for your considera- 
tion, as best I could in a hastily written school report, 
some of the prominent defects and wants of our schools. 
Patient, persistent and properly directed effort, coupled 
with a noble and generous spirit of sacrifice, forbearance 
and generosity, cannot fail to accomplish the needed reform 
and elevate them toa position that will excite our pride 
and admiration, and be cherished with gratitude by our 
posterity. What, how and when the change shall be, must 
be left to your to unbiassed judgment for decision; yet, 
we trust no reasonable amount of endeavor will be unnec- 
essarily postponed, lest the spirits of our children in no 
distant future shall severely censure us for neglect in af- 
fording suitable and sufficient regimen to supply their in- 
tellectual wants. 

A wealthy gentleman in one of our large cities, when 
asked for a gift to some charitable object in a certain town, 
replied, “No, l owe a grudge to the town of D———— for 
the poor educational advantages she gave me when a boy.” 
Contrast this with another, who, with the gift of a library 
and building to his native village, remarked,“I am prompted 
to make this gift by a desire to do something for my native 
town which shall be an expression of my gratitude for the 
early educational advantages it afforded me, and at the 
same time be a permanent benefit to the populace, espe- 
cially the young.” Fellow citizens, what well be the prob- 
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